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AVIE L HOLIOW Y/
Holocaust survivar Susan Taube watches Canadian studenls
attending the Asper Foundation Human Rights and Holocaust
studies Program event at the Holocaust Museum in
washington on Tuesday.

Students hear
Holocaust
survivor’s story

Visit to Washington
part of Asper legacy

SHELDON ALBERTS
LanWost News Servies
WASHINGTON

In the 62 years since Susan Tanbe
was liberated from a Nazi extermini-
tion camp, the horrible details of the
Floloeaust sometimes dlissolve into a
jumbled blur of unbearable memo-
ries,

But if there's one thing the 81 -year-
old survivor will always remember, it
isthe ense with which the Nuzis killed.
Whether it was shooting an elderly
woman for becoming too ill to sweep
sidewalks in the Jewish ghetto, or
shipping thousands to die in a gas
chamber, the Nazis murdered with &
casualindifference to their vicdmes'hu-
manity.

“Feople were kilied for no reason,”
“Taunbe told a group of 250 Canadian
students who were visiting the U.S.
Holocaust Memaorial Museum in
‘Washington on Tuesday.

“They just took the gun, and you
wese shor.”

Taube's harrowing account of &
childhood spent living through “dif-
ferent phases of hellin Hitler's Europe
prompeed anemotional response from
her teenage audience, in Washing-
ton as part of the Asper Foundation
Human Rights and Holecaust Studies
Program.

Manyafthe sudents, already deeply
moved after touring the museum ex-
hibits, crowded around Taube forim-
promptu hugs and expressionsof grat-

1wude

“It’s reallyimportant to meet people
Jike her, because we are the lastgen-
eratonwhowill get o hear thestories
of Haloeaustsurvivors firsthand,” said
15-year-old Meghan Plotnick, a Grade
10 shudent from Vincent Massey sec-
ondary school in Windsor, Ont.

“It's ip tous tocarTy on the message
of the Holocaust to make sure it will
never happen again.”

For the young Canadians, Taube's
speech capped 18 hours of intensive
study designed to raise their aware-
ness of the Holocuust and of theneed
to fight racism and religious intoler-
anceinthe 215t cenury.

“The message i take i§ thi
should never be done again,”
Alexander Paolozzi, a 17-year-old
from Marshall McLuhan high sehool
in Taronto.

The Holocaust Studies program was
launched a decade ago by the late Is-
rael ASper as i way [o use history to
teach Canadian smudents about toler-
a

TCe.

Asper founded Canwest Global
Communications Inc., whose media
holdings include Global Television
and CanWest newspapers across
Canadz, including the Edmonton Jour-
nal.

Sinee the program began, almost
5,000 students from 82 cities have par-
ichpated.

More than 900 students ook partin
this year’s visicto Washington.




