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WASHINGTON — Louise Law-
rence. Israels clearly remem-
‘bers May 5, 1845. It was the day
Canadian forces liberated Am-
sterdam, and the day her fam-
ily finally came out of hiding.

Israels, then almost three
years old, had spent most of
her young life with her parents
and brother living inasmall at-
tic hiding from the Nazi forces
that had occupied the Nether-
lands since 1940.

Before that day, it was really
the only life she knew.

“All 1 remember is light, and
no walls,” she recalled. “Owr
parents took us to the park and
said ‘you'refree, playoutside.””
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Holocaust lesson teaches students to stand up to hatred
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Holocaust survivor Louise Lawrence Israels tells her story to 200
Canadian students at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,

Her older brother began to ery,
overwhelmed by the experi-
ence after more than two years
without ever going outdoors,
but was soon cheered when Ca-

nadian soldiers gave them both
Hershey chovolate bars,

“You have no idea — that
was the best thing that ever
happened to me, tasting choco-

late,” she said. Israels told her
family’s story — they were
Jews from the Nethevlands —
and their wartime experience
on Monday to some 200 Cana-
dian students gathered at the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum inD.C.

The Grade 9 students were
among a group of 1,000 Cana-
dian youth taking part this
year in the Asper Foundation
Human Rights and Holocaust
Studies program — a human
rights education initiative for
youth that includes a visit to
the Holocaust musenm in the
US. capital.

Edmonton's Daniel Brick,
13, said he was inspired by her
talk and impressed with how
her parents kept so much of
the hardship of their living

situation from their two young
children.

ButIsraels also spoke of how
- after the war — her parenis
instilled in herananger toward
Germans. She's now careful to
make a distinction between the
Nazis and the German peaple.

Brick said: “I learned that
parents are important but
they can also be wrong, Soyou
should trust your parents, but
you have to think with your
own mind.” Israels said she
hopes the students left her tallk
remembering not to be silent
in the face of hatred.

Alison Edwards has been
the St. John's. Nfid,, program
director for the initiative since
2005 for students from Prince
of Wales Collegiateand Leary’s
Brook Junior High. She said

she has seen first-hand how
youth who go through the
program refuse to be bystand-
ers when they see Kids being
picked-on,

The new insﬂmuon ~— the first
national musewn created in
Canagda since 1967 and the only
one outside the National Capi-
tal Region — will allow the pro-
gram toexpand its scope.

The museum includes

on the five historical genocides
recognized by the Canadian
government — the Halocaust,
the Armenian genocide, the
Rwandan genoclde, the Holo-
modor (Josef Stalin's forced
famine of the Ukrainian peo-
ple) and the Bosnian genocide.
1t also looks at Canada’s histor-
jc relationship with its aborigi-
nal population.
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