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Holocaust survivo} Louise Lawrence Israels told
Studies program at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial

her story to 200 Canadian students taking part in the Asper Foundation Human Rights and Holocaust
Museum on Monday in Washington. P20z MORIGI/GETTY INAGES FOR TRE ASPER FOUNDATION

‘All | remember is
light, and no walls’

Holocaust survivor tells students
nottobe silent in the face of hatred

JESSICA MURPHY
POSTMEDIA NEWS

WASHINGTON Louise Lawrence
Israels clearly remembers
May 5, 1945. It was the day Cana-
dian forces liberated Amsterdsm,
and the day her family finally came
put of hiding.

Israels, then nearly three years
old, had spent most of her young
life with her parents and brother
living in a small attic hiding from
the Nazi forces that had occupied
the Netherlands since 1940.

Before that day, it was really the
only life she knew.

“All I remember is light, and no
walls,” she recalled. “Our parents
Look us to the park and said “you're
{ree, play outside.”

Her older brother began to cry,
overwhelmed by the experience
after more than two years without
ever going outdoors, but was soon
cheered when Canadian soldiers
gave themboth Hershey chocolate
hars.

“You have noidea — that wasthe

best thing that ever happened to
me, tasting choeolate,” she said.

Israels told her family's story
— they were Jews from the Neth-
erlands — and their wartime ex-
perience on Monday to some 200
Canadian students gatheredat the
17.5. Holocaust Memorial Museum
in Washington,

The Grade 9 students were
among a group of 1,000 Canadian
youth taking part this year in the
Asper Foundation Human Rights
and Holocaust Studies program —a
human rights education initiative
for youth that includes a visit to
the Holocaust museum in the ULS.
capital.

Edmonton’s Daniel Brick, 13, said
hewas inspiredby her talk and ims-
pressed withhow her pareatskept
somuchofthe hardship of their liv-
ingsituation fromtheir ftwoyoung
children,

Bul Israels also spoke of how
— after the war ~ her parents in-
stilled in her an anger townrd Ger-
mans. She's now careful to makea
distinction between the Nazisand

the German people.

Brick said: “I learned that par-
ents are important but they can
also be wrong. So you should trust
your parents,butyou have to think
with your own mind.”

Israels said she hopes the stu-
dents left her talk remembering
not to be silent in the face of ha-
tred.

Alison Edwards has been the
&t. John's, N.L., program direcior
for the initiative since 2005 for
students from Prince of Wales Col-
legiate and Leary’s Brook Junior
High, She said she has seen first-
hand how youth who go through
the program refuse to be bystand-

They've learned
those skills
about speaking
up ... Theyre
comfortable
helping people
who might be
bullied.

erswhen theysee kidsbeing picked
on,

“They've learned those skills
ahout speaking up and being com-
{ortablewithit,” shesaid. “They’re
comfortable helping people who
might be bullied”

The human righis program,
launched in 1997, is geiting some-
thing of a reboot next year.

Students from across Canada
will eontinue to participate in the
program’s education and volun-
teer aspects, but the annual trip
{0 Washington will be moved to
the Canadian Museum for Human
Righls in Winnipeg.

The program is also one of the
reasons the museum itsell was
created.

The new institution — the first
national musenrn created in Can-
ada since 1967 and the only one
ouiside the National Capital Re-
gion ~ will allow the program o
expand its scope, |

The museum includes sections |
on the five historical genocides
recognized by the Canadian gov-
ernment - the Holocaust, the Ar- |
menian genocide, the Rwandan
genocide, the Holomodor (Jo-
sef Stalin’s forced famine of the |
Ukrainianpeople) and theBosnian |
genocide.

Tt also looks at Canada’s historic |
relationship with ils aboriginal |
population. ‘

Since its inception, more than
13,600 high school students from |
204 Canadian cities and 12 prov-
inces and territories have taken |
part in the Asper Foundation Hu-
man Rightsand Holocaust Studies |
program. |
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