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tells her story t

Young Canadians
visit U.S. to study
human rights

WILLIAM MARSDEN
Pastmedia News

WASHINGTON — High school
students from across Canada
participating in the Asper Foun-
dation Human Rights and Holo-
caust Studies Program came to
Washington this week where
they listened to a Holocaust sur-
vivar describe how she spent the
first three vears of her life hiding
from tha Nazis, not even knowing
her ownname.

Louise Lawrence-Israels, bomin
Haarlem, the Netherlands, in 1942,
told about 160 students Monday
Yom HaShoah, the memarialday
for those who died in the Holo-
caust — that in January 1943 she
and her family went into hiding to
escape deportation to extermina-
tion camnps sef up by the Nazis in
Auschwilz and Sobibor, Poland.

Louise said her father obtained
false papers and rented an apari-
ment in the attic of an Amster-
damn row house where the family
tiid until Canadian troopsliberated

| thecity on May 5, 1945,

“When you go inte hiding you
don't exist anymore,” she said.
Thefamilynsed Christisnnames.
“I didn't know my name ontil [
was three years old,” she said. “I
thought my name was Maria.”
She said before the liberation she
had nn conception of life cutside
{he aparhment. Theidea of playing
in the st was unknown to ber.
Several days after Amsterdam’s
liberation, her father took her
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and her brother outside for the
first time and told them toplay in
a grassy field. They didn’t know
what to do. “My brother said, *If
this is what it means to be free I
don't want to be free; [want to go
back upstairs,’ ” she recalled.

She said after the war her parents
taught her to hate Germans and it
was onily at the age of 30 shereal-
ized this was wrong. “Tamnot very
proud of this,” she said. “Hatred
begets hatred and the Holocaust
began with hatred.”

Louige married an American and
moved to the 118, in 1907,

The Nagzis exterminated six mil-
lion European Jews, some 220,000
Roma and hundreds of thovsands
of Slavs, homosexuals and the
physically and mentally disabled
in the Second World War.

Ella Sabourin, 14, of the Ottawa
Jewish Cormmunity School, saidber
visit to the United States Holocaust
Museum and the Martin Luther
King National Memorial impressed
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Holocaust survivor Louise Lawrence-israels, with a picture from her
second birthday, talks to Canadian students in Washington Monday.

upon her the fragility of human-
ity and of hunan rights. “Weneed
to make people aware of that and
keep learning from the mistakes
of the past,” she said. “You have
to keep strong, stand up for your
ideals, because one person’s voice
makes a big difference.”

“1t*s unfathomable to think about
the atrocities that oecurred,” Eve-
Ivn Pocock, 16, of Marshall Me-
Luhan Catholic Secandary School
in Toronfo, said of her visit to the
Holocaust musenm. “It was def-
initety life changing.”

This year about 1,100 students
are participating in the Asper
Foundation human-rights pro-
gram, They represent 58 schools
and commumity organizations in
30 cities and six provinees.

The program inspired the cre-
ation of the $351-milion Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, for
which Canadian taxpayers paid
%200 million. I opens in Winmni-
peg on Sepl. 20,
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