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| WASHINGTON — High
sehonl students from acrose
Canada participating in the
Asper Foundation Human
Rights and Holocaust Studies
Program came to Washing
ton this week where they lis-
tenesi foa Holocaust survivor
deseribe how she spent the
first three years of her life
hiding from the Nazis, not
even knowing her own name.,

Louise Lawrence-Israels,

| born in Haarlem, the Neth-
i erlands, in 1942, fold about
| 180 students Monday that
in January 1943 she and her
family went into hiding to
escape deportation to extor
| mination camps set up by
| the Nazis in Auschwifz and
i Schibor, Poland.
Lantise said her father ob.
| tained false papers and rent-
| &d an aparhment in the attic
| of an Amsterdam row house
| where the family hid until
Canadian troops liberated
| therity on May 5.1945.

“When you go inte hiding
vou don't exist anymore,”
she said. The family took on
Christian names.

“1 didi’t know my name
wintil 1 was three vears old.”
shesaid, “1thought my name
| was Maria.”

She said before the libera-
tion she had no coneeption
of life outside the confines
of the finy apartment. The
idea of plaving in the sun
was unluiown o her,

Several days after Amster
| dam’s Liberation, hier Bather
| took her and her brother
© outside for the first tume and
fold them to play in a grassy
| fleld But they didu't know
what {o do.

She said after the war her
- | parenis taught her to hate

| Germans and it was only at
t the age of 30 that she real
. | ized this was wrong,
2 “I am not very proud of
v | this.” she told the students,
| “Hatred begets hatred and
1 | the Holocaust hegan with

| hatred.”
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