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By Liz Foster

It all comes down (o the numbhers.

“We left with 25 kids” said lason
Smith, vice principal 2t Tarttand Com-
munity School, “and we came hpck
with 25

Smithwas discussing (e success of
theschoal’s recent trip ta Washington,
D.C., butthe success of the trip goes far
beyond the return of every student.

“The highlight for me” Smith con-
tinued, “was to see the students take
everything in and ask questons and
secconnections and really make sense
of theworld around them”

“The sludents, along with chaper-

sites such as the United States History
Museum, the White [House, and the
Holocaust Memarial Muscum,
Charlene Prasser, a parent who
chaperoned the trip, agreed the visit
{o the Holocuust Memorial Museum,
which s the focal pointafthe trip, was
| “very powerful”
] “Unless you go there and see it
Yourselfyou could neverimagine haw
pawerlul itis Prosser said. "You wilj
never be the same after that”
Organizers Smith, Heidi Culberson
and Julic Adams planned a puhlia
reunion for the students, parents and
teachers who were invalved with the
|| trip.
1 'The evening was organized in or-
| dertoscrecn a PowerPoint exhibit of
i| photos taken on the trip, as well as tg
| present the students who participated
with a memorandum for personal
responsihility.
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ones, visited educational and historical ,

|Great trip with
powerful memories

Itip to Washington makes
sion on Hartland students

lasting impres-

“It's really a very beautiful keep-
sake,” Prosser said. “Iy encompusses
everythingwe kearned on this lrip. We
are ull witnesses, messengers.”

Students arcepting the memn-
randutns were given the opportunity
ta share their thoughs, {eelings and
bersonal experiences from the trip.,

“The most memorahle part of the
trip for me,” said student Sarah Craig,
“was the Holocaust Museum. Ttreally
spoke to me.”

Fellow student Kiersten Phillips
was equally affected by the memarial
museurn,

“It really touched me," Phillips
said.

While the tip was an educational
and emational experience for the stu-
dents, many of whom were in Grade
9, the adventure also included a lotof
{un with friends.

“It was a wonderful experience”
satd Smith. "We had a lot of fun, We
took some of those kids farther from
home than they'd ever been, It was
exciting, und we have to thank the kids'
parents for making it possible and far
trusting us with your kids.

"We lelt with 25 kids and we came
back with 25

On paper it may all come down
to the numbegrs, but watching the
students accept their memorandums
and share their experiences, itis clear
the trip comes down ta the incredible,
educational, emotional experience
they will carry with them for the res
af their lives.
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