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Holocaust
SUrvivor's
tale grips
students

Silence in the face of cruelty
means ‘you are a part of that’

By Kristin Annable

HEN Isane Gotfricd was 15 years old, he was

taken from the Polish factory where he worked

and placed in a slave Ibour camp by the Nazis.

He spent almest four years being shipped or marched

tn conconbration  cAMpSs throughoni  Geormany, sur-

vounded by death, slarvaticn and vinlenee as a Jewish
1een during the Holocausi.

Seventy-one vears afier he was libersied by French

Iroops, Gotlried, 90, 10ld his Jife story to a group of

students a7 the Canadian Muscum for Human Rights

Smdhelmls r[ihﬁsﬁh}a En- nt : (CMHR). His purpose was 1o teach them i speak out
”QM, (ha )'3“ “a]““;" : when they see people being mistreated.
inhas from Wasi- 2 “Ta be more vigilant with what is poing on with the

maoimnt Charter School
in Calpary gree!

Isaac Goliried (right)
alter his speech at he
Canadian Mussum

1or Human Righis
Tuesday. The siudenis
wers pari of a group
from the Asper Foun-
dafion Human Righls
and Holocaust Studies

world und fo not overlouk i, not o keep et aboul it, to
speak up, 1o tell the world what they know," Gotfried saiid
when asked what he wanig students 1o take mway from
his speech.

Aboul 60 students from acrass the couniry gathered at
the CMHR Tuesday ta hear Goliried speak as part of Lhe
Asper Foundalion Humsn Rights and Holocaust Siudies
program. 1t is the first lime the program senl ite students
te Winnipeg, after 18 years of sending students to Wesh-
inpton, D.C.. a5 pari af the program. The late 72y ASOCT'S
dream of the CMHR was partially shaped by his desire

program, which vis- tn pive stude i , :
. give students a Canadian home §o learn about human
jted the CMHR tor the vights.

firs time afier travei-
fing 1o Washington,
0.C, for ysars.

The trip also included s guest spesker on 1he visience
in Sierra Leane as well two days exlensively touring the
$351-million museum.

Christina Enright, 13, from Wesimounl Charter School
in Calpary, said she dreams of studying international law.
Chrisling $aid listening to Gotfried's hfe sty which in-
cluded losing his parents, three sisters and more than 100
yelatives duriog the olocaust, taupht her it 1s a crime to
be nothing but & bystander.

“You are cssentially chrasing somehndy clse's faic; the
vielims, they can'l speak up fur themselves, they don’t
have the power 10 do it,” Chvistina said.

: Tf you sland by and let thal happen, you are part of
IS108 bY AUTH BORNEVILLE UIKIIPEC FREE PRESS {hat — you are sentencing them 10 their Tate,” she snid
aficr Gotfricd’s speech.
‘T b . .] t .la_cotLKiam: 1'r3m the f_éur;ldmz Jewish Cux’nuiunilr:it‘ Ccn&
T e in London, Ont., said he was pacticularly affecte
; 0 be more V lgl an whern listening to Gotfried talk about how e was haunt-
=4\ ] H i T 1 ] ed for years by memories of a German shepherd dog

i With tht‘ 15 gomg that saiffed him out while he was Thiding from the Nazis.
1 ’ : . " »T've heard & lot about the Holacaust so far, hut it was
i ‘ on W]th the VVO].ld veally inspiring to hear s new slary,” Jacob sisid. “When-

ever you hear a story there is always unigue things, like
and 1(_) n()t Uverlouk Ihe German shepherds. He kept Lalking aboul them and

how scary they were. A lot of the details of what the
3 14t A 3 Nazs did when people pot caupht, T didn’t know much
it, not to keep quiet o
LS H Gotfricd didet mince words as he tald the students of
ﬂ,b out It: tO Spea‘k walding up sandwiched between two £orpses at a concen-
tration camp in Germany, or spending three days without
]]p, tO ten the WI( )]fld food, water or a toilet on  train as they travelled by rail
1 i n ﬂ:le 'fl.!uulhenx.':dd cnncenh'agnn camp. Gul’l‘riehd sul;
7 7 vived the death march out of uchenwald neat the eni
w la’t the& know of the war by escaping and bring discovered by French
X L, broups. e setiled in Winnipeg in 1547 with his brather,
. Holocaust survivor lsaac Gotfrizd’s  his only surviving family member.

message ia students at the GMHR Gotlricd has spoken to more than 20,000 people in the
past 23 years, and said he is frequently asked how many

clagsmates or friends of s survived the 1inlocaust.

“I"1l tell you how many, zero. None of my friends that 1
wont to schonl with survived the war, Nanc nt thasc bays
that T associaled with or played with, my neighbours.
Zern,” Gollriad said.
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